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A requirements matching broker 
system comprising at least one require 
meansspf a communications network, said 
arv input for receiving a user 



for use in a requirements matching 
nents matching broker accessible by 
requirements mulching broker having: 
request message bv means of said 
request' message includes an identifier 



communications network, wherein a user 

for the sender o\che request message ajid a specification of user requirement 
and 

routing meansHor forwarding s received user request message to a 
destination determined by\aid routing means and accessible by means of said 



communications network, wherein 3aid ro 



jting means comprise: 



a store for storingNat least one routing rule for controlling said 



comprises a specification of supplier 
mding destination; 

paring a specification of user 
requWt message will* a specification of 
routingvrule and, in dependence upon 



1 5 routing means, wherein a routing rule 

deliverables and an identifier for a corresf 
comparison means for 

requirements contained in a received user 

supplier deliverables contained in a storec 
20 the result of said comparison, identifying a corresponding destination (or the 

forwarding of said user request message; and 

forwarding means for transmitting. By means ol said 

communications network, a received us\r request mo.ssacte to a dostinulion 

identified by said comparison means. 



25 



2. A requirements matching broker 

routing means further include registratio 
message conveying a routing rule, to store 



30 3. 



A requirements matching broker 



registration means are arranged to genei ate a message including a message 



according to Claim 1 , wherein said 
means arranged, on receipt of a 
said message routing rule in the srore. 

according to Claim 2, wherein said 



routing rule and to transmit the generat 
matching broker. 



ad message co another requirements 
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4. A requirements matching broker according 
including: 

information extraction means for extracting 
information from a received user request message; 
received message by the forwarding means, 
information; and 

means responsive, on receipt of a message 
said extracted information, xo transmit to the 
the request a message including said extracted infor 



to any ono - of o tei ffls - i t» 3 «, 
A 



senc er 



a/a/m / 



a predetermined xvpe of 
prior to forwarding of the 
amd lo store the. extracted 



conveying a request to supply 
of the message conveying 
nation. 




5. A requirements matching broker according to Claim 4. wherein said 

predetermined type of information \s the identifier for the sender of a user request 
message. 



15 





P 




6. A requirements matching broker according to Claim 4 -u. Claim Eh 

including billing means for raising a charjge in respecr of the sender of each 
request to supply extracted information. 

20 7. A requirements matching system /comprising a plurality of requirement 

matching brokers, each broker being interconnected with other brokers of the 
system by means of a communications niwork, wherein each broker is arranged. 
\<\ in use, lo forward a received user request message to a predetermined network 
destination selected by the broker according to the type of a requirements 
25 specification conveyed by the received Jequest message, identified by the broker 
from a predefined set of types, and (wherein each broker of said system is 
arranged to receive, forwarded by otJer brokers of said system. u*»r request 
messages conveying a different predetermined type of requirements specification 
from said predefined set of types. 

system according to Claim 7. wherein each broker of the system is a 
bruker accordingltr-Claim 1 . 
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9. A system according to Claim 7 et 

means connected to said communications 



-Gteim-fr; includino firsi user access 




10 



twork to enable a user to launch into 
said system of brokers a message conveying a requirements specification. 

10. A system according to yy omPif Gte*rts-3-to-9-, including second user 
access means connected to said communications network to enable n user to 
receive, from one or more brokers Jt said plurality of brokers, messages 
conveying a requirements specification Jf a predetermined type and wherein said 
one or more brokers is arranged xo forlvard to said second user access muuns 
received messages conveying a requirements specification or said predetermined 
type. 



1 1 



15 



A system according lo a ny o n e ^f-e^msr^-rcr^ , wherein each suid 

A 



requirements specification is defined according to a predetermined representation 
scheme. 



m 




25 



30 



1 2. A requirements matching systc 
matching broker arranged with access to a 
at least one requirements matching broker 
an input for receiving a user 
communications network, wherein a user 
for the sender of the request message ar 
and 

routing means for forwarding a 
destination determined by said routing nr 
cuimniinicarjons network, wherein said 

a store for storing at leas^ 
routing means, wherein a routing rule 
deliverables and an identifier for a corr 

comparison means for 
requirements contained in a received user 
supplier deliverables contained in a stored 



having at least one requirements 
:ommunications network, wherein said 
^eludes: 

equest message by moans of said 
request message includes an identifier 
d a specification of user requirements; 



received user request message to a 
eans and accessible by means ul said 
means comprise: 
one routing rule for controlling said 
comprises a specification of supplier 

ing destination; 
comparing a specification of user 
request message with a spcciliculion ol 
routing rule and, in dependence upon 



routing 



espond 
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the result of said comparison, identifying 
forwarding of said user request message; an 

forwarding means for t ansmitting, by means ot said 
communications network, a received usejr reauesx message to a destination 
5 identified by said comparison means. 

A requirements matching system according to Claim 1 2, the system 



a corresponding destination tor the 



ch having an interface to said 
ovision means include means 
cations network to said at 
f»ssage including a specification of 



including^fif^t and second access provision 
communication rtetvj/ork, wherein said first v 
10 to enable a first user to^fc^nsmit, over said dc 
least one requirements matchin^kiroker, a m< 
user requirements defined according to^aoredeteTmined representation scheme, 
and wherein said second access provision rh^ans include mwns to enable a 
second user to receive a message transmitted by a r^niircmenta matching broker, 
15 including the specification of user requirements transmitteaby^said first user. 



14 



An electronic tendering system 

Olairn 

matching broker according to •aftype n e of 



, including at least one requirements 
laims 1 to &. 



1 An electronic tendering systeiin inclu ding a plurality of requirements 

matchin^fcrokers, each broker bein^interbonnacted with other brokers of the 
system by meafts^of a communications netw^ri^wherein each broker is arranged, 
in use, to forward a revived user request message to a predetermined network 
destination selected by the"b<nkcr accord\cig--*e^ the type of a requirements 
specification conveyed by the receiv&d^request message, identified by the broker 
from a predefined set of types, and whe^in each broker of said system is 
arranged to receive, forwarded by other brokers^^of said system, user request 
messages conveying a different predetermined type of TiSiemire merits specification 
from said predefined set of types. 



16. A method of routing a request message conveying a specification of user 
requirements from a user to a potential supplier, the method comprising the steps 
or: ' 
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a request message conveying 



specification of user 



receiving 
requirements; 

comparing the specification of requirements conveyed by said received 
request message with a specification of supplier deliverables included in y rule for 
routing request messages, each of said rul 

including a specification of supplier delil/erables and an identifier l or a 
corresponding forwarding destination; 

in dependence upon the result of said comparison, idenrifying a 
forwarding destination corresponding with thss specification of user requirements 
conveyed by said received request message; 

transmitting a message, including sa|c 
to said identified forwarding destination. 



nd 



specification of user requirements 





17. A method according to Claim 16. including the step of. on receipt of the 
15 request message conveying the specification of user requirements, extracting one 

or more predetermined types of informatio/i from the request message and storing 
the extracted information, 

18. A method according to Ciain 16 or Claim — wherein each said 
20 specification of user requirements and cf supplier deliverables is defined according 

to the seme predetermined representation scheme. 

19. A method of matching a juyer's requirements for goods or service* with 
a potential supplier of said goods or services in an electronic tendering system. 

5 comprising the steps of: 

(i) storing one or more rouling rules, each routing rule cornprisincj, for a 

given supplier, a specification of goods or services available from Raid 
supplier and an address tor said supplier, each said specification being 
defined according to a predetermined representation scheme; 
30 (ii) defining a specification of goods or services required by said buyer using 

the same said predetermine d representation scheme; 
(iii) comparing the buyer specification from step (ii) with a supplier 
specification contained In oie of said one or more routing rules; 



AMENDED SHEET 
IPEA/EP 



ONTVANGEN 2B-Q9-ZQGQ 19:16 



VAN-0171Z42Q767 



NAAR-E?0/EPA/0E3 TH DG1 



PAG' S OU 



2B-SEF A a0 18>05 FROM « BT . I PD . CLS . NEW . FAX . NO 



ID= 0171 242 07S7 




• 



51a 




(iv) identifying a su 
(v) 



pplier address in dependence upon said comparison; 



forwarding said buyer specification 
slep (iv). 



to the supplier address idenlified at 
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